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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A wireless communication device comprising: 
a transceiver operative to communicate in a push-to-talk mode; 

a speech processor including a voice recognition engine to process speech signals and to 

recognize predetermined voice commands; and 
sa i d transc e iv e r op e rativ e to transmit said sp ee ch signa l s in sa i d push - to - ta l k modo 

r e spons i v e to th e dotoct i on of said pr e d e torm i nod voico commands 
a controller configured to: 

activate the push-to-talk mode in the wireless communications device responsive to the 

predetermined voice commands: and 
key the transceiver responsive to the predetermined voice commands while the wireless 
communications device is in the push-to-talk mode to begin transmission of the 
speech signals: and 

un-kev the transceiver responsive to the predetermined voice commands while the 
wireless communications device is in the push-to-talk mode to end transmission of 
the speech signals. 

2. (Cancelled). 

3. (Currently Amended) The wireless communication device of claim 1 wherein said controller 
transc e iv e r is further op e rativ e configured to un-kev the transceiver to stop transmission of said 
speech signals responsive to the expiration of a timer. 

4. (Cancelled). 
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5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Currently Amended) The wireless communication device of claim [[4]] 1 wherein said 
controller is further configured to act i vat e s and d e act i vat e s activate and deactivate a listening 
mode for said speech processor responsive to menu commands input by a user. 

7. (Original) The wireless communication device of claim 1 wherein said speech processor 
further includes a voice activity detector connected to said voice recognition engine to detect 
said speech signals. 

8. (Original) The wireless communication device of claim 7 wherein said voice activity detector 
further detects periods of speech inactivity. 

9. (Original) The wireless communication device of claim 8 wherein said transmitter transmits 
comfort noise responsive to said detected periods of speech inactivity. 

10. (Currently Amended) The wireless communications device of claim 8 wherein said 
controller transco i vor is further operat i vo configured to re-kev said transceiver to resume 
transmission of said speech signals before the expiration of a speech inactivity timer. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The wireless communications device of claim 7 wherein said 
controller transco i vor is further op e rat i v e configured to re-kev said transceiver to resume 
transmission of said speech signals responsive to the detection of said predetermined voice 
commands. 
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12. (Original) The wireless communication device of claim 7 wherein said speech processor 
further includes a speech encoder to encode said speech signals. 

13. (Original) The wireless communication device of claim 12 further comprising memory to 
store representations of said predetermined voice commands, and wherein said voice 
recognition engine compares said speech signals to said representations of said predetermined 
voice commands. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of communicating speech signals as packet data from a 
wireless communications device comprising: 

detecting speech signals spoken by a user of the wireless communications device; 
recognizing predetermined voice commands spoken by the user of the wireless 

communications device; and 
activating a push-to-talk mode in a wireless communications device responsive to the 

predetermined voice commands : 
transmitting keying a transmitter while in the push-to-talk mode responsive to detecting 

the predetermined voice commands to begin transmission of said speech signals ifha 

push - to - ta l k modo rosponsivo to th e d e t e ction of said prodotorminod vo i co 

commands : and 

un-keving the transmitter while in the push-to-talk mode responsive to detecting the 
predetermined voice commands to end the transmission of said speech signals . 

15. (Cancelled). 
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16. (Cancelled). 

17. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising deactivating said push-to-talk mode 
responsive to the detection of said predetermined voice commands. 

18. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising deactivating said push-to-talk mode 
responsive to the expiration of a timer. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising causing transmission of said speech 
signals responsive to periods of detected voice inactivity. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 19 further comprising rocum i ng re-kevinq the 
transmitter while in the push-to-talk mode responsive to detecting the predetermined voice 
commands to resume the transmission of said speech signals r e spons i ve to tho dotoction of 
said prodot e rmined vo i co commandc . 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 14 further comprising activating and deactivating a listening 
mode responsive to one or more menu commands input by the user. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A wireless communications system comprising: 
a base station; and 

a wireless communications device comprising: 

a transceiver operative to communicate in a push-to-talk mode; 

a speech processor including a voice recognition engine to process speech signals and 

to recognize predetermined voice commands input by a user; and 
sa i d transc e iv e r op e rativ e to transmit said sp ee ch s i gnals i n sa i d push - to - ta l k modo 

r e spons i v e to tho dot e ct i on of said pr e d e t e rm i n e d vo i co commands 
a controller configured to: 

activate the push-to-talk mode in the wireless communications device responsive to 

the predetermined voice commands; and 
key the transceiver responsive to the predetermined voice commands while the 
wireless communications device is in the push-to-talk mode to begin 
transmission of the speech signals; and 
un-kev the transceiver responsive to the predetermined voice commands while the 
wireless communications device is in the push-to-talk mode to end transmission 
of the speech signals . 

23. (Original) The wireless communications system of claim 22 wherein the wireless 
communications system comprises a packet-switched network. 

24. (Original) The wireless communications system of claim 22 wherein the speech signals are 
transmitted as data packets. 
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25. (Currently Amended) A wireless communication device comprising: 

a transceiver to communicate over a wireless communications network; 

a speech processor including a voice recognition engine to process speech signals and to 

recognize predetermined voice commands; and 
a controller operatively connected to said transceiver and said speech processo r, and 

configured to: to control sa i d tran s coivor to transm i t said cpooch signals r e spons i ve to 

th e det e ct i on of sa i d pr e dotorm i n e d vo i c e command s 

key the transceiver responsive to the predetermined voice commands to begin 
transmission of the speech signals; and 

un-key the transceiver responsive to the predetermined voice commands to end 
transmission of the speech signals . 

26. (Original) The wireless communications device of claim 25 wherein said speech signals 
comprise a prerecorded message. 

27. (Original) The wireless communications device of claim 26 further comprising memory to 
store said prerecorded message. 

28. (Original) The wireless communications device of claim 26 wherein said controller further 
controls said speech processor to activate a recording session responsive to the detection of 
said predetermined voice commands. 

29. (Original) The wireless communications device of claim 28 wherein said controller further 
controls said speech processor to deactivate said recording session responsive to the detection 
of said predetermined voice commands. 
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30. (Original) The wireless communications device of claim 28 wherein said controller further 
controls said speech processor to pause said recording session responsive to the detection of 
said predetermined voice commands. 

31 . (Original) The wireless communications device of claim 28 wherein said controller further 
controls said speech processor to replay said prerecorded message responsive to the detection 
of said predetermined voice commands. 

32. (Original) The wireless communications device of claim 26 wherein said predetermined 
voice commands identify a recipient of said prerecorded message. 

33. (Original) The wireless communications device of claim 32 wherein said recipient comprises 
an affinity group having one or more members. 

34. (Currently Amended) The wireless communications device of claim 32 wherein said 
controller contro l s keys said transceiver responsive to the detection of said predetermined voice 
commands to transmit said prerecorded message to said identified recipient. 

35. (Currently Amended) The wireless communications device of claim 34 wherein said 
controller further contro l s un-kevs said transceiver responsive to the detection of said 
predetermined voice commands to end transmission of said prerecorded message to said 
identified recipient. 
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36. (Currently Amended) A method of communicating speech signals over a wireless 
communications device comprising: 

detecting speech signals uttered by a user of the wireless communications device; 
recognizing predetermined voice commands issued by the user of the wireless 

communications device; af*€l 
transmitt i ng s aid s pe e ch signa l s rosponsiv e to th e d e t e ction of sa i d pred e t e rm i ned voico 

commands 

keying a transceiver in the wireless communications device responsive to the 

predetermined voice commands to begin transmission of the speech signals; and 

un-keving the transceiver responsive to the predetermined voice commands to end 
transmission of the speech signals . 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 36 further comprising recording said speech 
signals to create a prerecorded message responsive to the detection of said predetermined 
voice commands. 

38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 further comprising saving said prerecorded 
message in memory responsive to the detection of said predetermined voice commands. 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 further comprising pausing said recording 
responsive to the detection of said predetermined voice commands. 

40. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 further comprising replaying said 
prerecorded message responsive to the detection of said predetermined voice commands. 
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41 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 37 further comprising identifying a recipient of 
said prerecorded message. 

42. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 41 wherein said recipient comprises an affinity 
group having one or more members. 

43. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 36 wherein transm i tting said sp ee ch s i gna l s 
keying a transceiver in the wireless communications device responsive to the predetermined 
voice commands to begin transmission of the speech signals comprises transm i tt i ng keying the 
transceiver to transmit said speech signals as packet data responsive to the detection of said 
predetermined voice commands. 
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